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Dr. David Allen is the Melvin H. Gertz Regents Chair in Chemical Engineering and the 
Director of the Center for Energy and Environmental Resources at the University of 
Texas at Austin. For the past two decades he has performed research on air quality and 
pollution prevention; he is the author of four books and over 175 scientific papers in 
these areas.  He has received awards honoring his work from the National Science 
Foundation (the Presidential Young Investigator Award), the AT&T Foundation (an 
Industrial Ecology Fellowship), the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (the Cecil 
Award for contributions to environmental engineering), and the State of Texas (the 
Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award).   
 
Dr. Allen has led, or helped to lead, multiple air quality field studies in Texas.  His 
current research at the University of Texas uses the results of these air quality science 
programs to help inform air quality management decisions in Texas.   
 
Dr. Allen also serves on state and national committees that advise government agencies 
on the use of scientific and technical analyses in environmental management decisions.  
He has served on the National Research Council’s Board of Environmental Studies and 
Toxicology; he serves on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Science Advisory 
Board, and he chaired the Texas Council on Environmental Technology.   In addition, Dr. 
Allen is actively involved in developing Green Engineering educational materials for the 
chemical engineering curriculum.  His most recent effort is a textbook on design of 
chemical processes and products, jointly developed with the U.S. EPA.   
 
Dr. Allen received his B.S. degree in Chemical Engineering, with distinction, from 
Cornell University in 1979.  His M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Chemical Engineering were 
awarded by the California Institute of Technology in 1981 and 1983.  He has held faculty 
appointments at UCLA and the University of Texas.  He has held visiting positions at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) and the California Institute of 
Technology; he joined the University of Texas in 1995.   
 


